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MISSION
Regional Industrial Development Corporation of Southwestern Pennsylvania catalyzes and
supports economic growth through high quality job creation, real estate development and the
financing of projects that advance the public interest. Throughout its history, RIDC has responded
to emerging regional economic development needs. Through packaging, partnerships and patience,
RIDC is transforming the region’s underutilized real estate assets to capture growth opportunities
across diverse industry sectors.

OUR UNIQUE CHALLENGE
Developing projects that spark transformational change in communities requires combining
the community service orientation of a nonprofit entity with the entrepreneurial approach of
a private sector business. As a private entity, RIDC functions in much the same way as other
private developers, but because it is a nonprofit, it is mission driven as well as market driven.
RIDC partners with community leaders and institutions to ensure its investment decisions
are providing the benefits the community needs, and because of its large portfolio and strong
balance sheet, RIDC can make development decisions with a longer-term view of success.

Each of the past two years have ended with our looking forward to a year
ahead in which we are past the COVID pandemic and our routines can return to
normal. We’re not there yet, but hopefully we have learned some lessons and
are coping somewhat better.
For RIDC, it was a notable year in several respects. In the Mon Valley, we have
continued to serve as a catalyst for economic development. One exciting new
project is the development of the historic Carrie Furnace site, which we began
planning this year and you’ll be able to read more about later in this report.
RIDC Mill 19 at Hazelwood Green is moving forward, expanding and gaining
international attention as a symbol of Pittsburgh renaissance – as it has
become a popular venue for convening national and global leaders. A third Mill 19 building is underway and
with commitments for future projects by both Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Pittsburgh,
the overall Hazelwood Green future looks bright.
As the region’s economic base expands and some of our leading technology companies mature, RIDC will
be right there with them, partnering to deliver real estate solutions in communities spread across RIDC’s
12-county footprint. RIDC is planning projects in Westmoreland, Armstrong and Butler counties right now
with more under consideration.
Over the course of the year, as we were announcing new leases, property sales and development deals, we
were also taking a leading advocacy role. We partnered with the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce
and companies in autonomous technology, robotics and artificial intelligence, on a landmark study detailing
the strength of our autonomy sector, its potential as a multi-billion-dollar job creator for our region, and the
legislative and regulatory steps necessary to make that vision a reality.
We’ll describe these and other highlights of the year in the pages that follow, but this report would not be
complete without paying tribute to RIDC’s outgoing Board Chairman, G. Reynolds “Renny” Clark, who has
served on our board since 1994.
Renny has been a great leader for RIDC, but also for our entire community. As a corporate, philanthropic
and institutional leader, he has been known throughout his career for his insight, integrity and the civic
causes that make life better for the residents of our region. He has served in leadership positions with
many organizations and has been a supportive, trusted partner to me and the entire RIDC staff. I want to
thank him for his friendship and for playing a crucially important role in making RIDC what it is today.
Sincerely,

Donald F. Smith, Jr., PhD

Mill 19 feature cover photo credit
COREY GAFFER PHOTOGRAPHY
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

MESSAGE FROM THE INCOMING CHAIRMAN

During my 18 years on the board of RIDC and the entire, wide-ranging
career I have had in Pittsburgh, I have seen many changes in the region –
and in RIDC – and I am proud to say that we are in the midst of one of the
most exciting periods in recent memory.

I can’t imagine a more exciting time to be taking over the board chairmanship
of RIDC, with a strong balance sheet, a series of significant transactions having
taken place recently, and several large and potentially transformative projects
on the horizon or already underway.

Our region’s economy has been transformed from the time when steel
and other heavy industry left us -and is now alive with a new and rapidly
growing tech sector, and enormous opportunities on the horizon. RIDC
has been at the center of this economic revitalization – our properties
provided homes for some of the earliest start-ups in autonomy and
robotics in Lawrenceville and, at the same time, became a catalyst for that
community’s turnaround.

It’s also very gratifying to see RIDC being recognized more and more as a
regional leader in economic development – become much more visible and
vocal about what needs to be done to attract more investment, create more
jobs, attract more talent and to build a reputation as a welcoming and inclusive
place to do business.

RIDC continues to facilitate our region’s economic growth. RIDC Mill 19 at Hazelwood Green is not
only home to some of the leading entities in the autonomy field, it stands as a global symbol of the
Pittsburgh region’s vibrant economy and of what is possible for the future.
I think it’s fair to say that no one has done more to support the real estate needs of the autonomy
and robotics industry in the Pittsburgh region than RIDC – and our role in fostering economic
development has never been more important. As these relatively new industries and early-stage
companies grow, RIDC is working to assure that our region – government and the private sector
together – are taking the necessary steps to meet their evolving needs, so we can compete
effectively for the jobs that come with the success of this industry.
As a private, nonprofit organization, RIDC is perfectly positioned to educate and advocate, helping
government understand the needs and the challenges of fast-growing companies and helping those
companies communicate effectively with government officials.
And it also continues to be a regional leader in developing the places and spaces these companies
– and those in their supply chains – need to test, manufacture and distribute their products.
Whether those include new industrial and innovation parks or smaller developments in “seedling”
communities, I feel confident that RIDC’s board, staff and future board chair, will continue to meet
the challenge and lead the way. As one real estate professional noted recently in an online comment:
“I’ve not come across anywhere else in the US a more dynamic and transformative ‘public-private’
partnership than the RIDC.”

Whether it involves things like publication of the Forefront study on our fastgrowing autonomous technology sector, our advocacy before government on issues that are important to
our economic success, our partnership with the Pittsburgh Business Times which is shining a spotlight on
our region’s attributes and challenges, or Don Smith’s many appearances on panels and interviews in the
media – there is no question that RIDC is fulfilling its role as an economic development thought leader
very effectively.
I want to thank my predecessor as Board Chair, Renny Clark, for his hard work, leadership and many
contributions to this community over his entire lifetime. I have a tough act to follow, but with the leadership
and the team at RIDC, I expect truly relevant accomplishments to be achieved for the region.
I also want to voice my appreciation for Don and the entire RIDC staff, who set the standard for vision and
skill and most of all, for their constant commitment to moving this organization and our region forward.

Samuel J. Stephenson

In closing, I’d like to welcome my successor, RIDC’s new Board Chair Sam Stephenson. Sam is a
retired partner of the CPA firm ParenteBeard, the former director of Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP,
and has prior board room experience with Dollar Mutual Bancorp and Dollar Bank FSB. I’ll be leaving
this dynamic, transformative organization in his very capable hands
Sincerely,

G. Reynolds Clark
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT RIDC
“RIDC has great experience in this region of shepherding projects to fruition, and we’re
delighted to partner with them on the Carrie Furnace site. This is an important project for the
Mon Valley.”

- Richard Fitzgerald,
Allegheny County Executive

“I think [RIDC’s] track record speaks volumes. Anyone who is familiar with their development
knows that they’re a great fit.”

- Lance Chimka,
Allegheny County Director of Economic Development
about the Carrie Furnace site partnership,

“Because RIDC appreciates the region’s industrial heritage, the former steel mill sites at
Duquesne and McKeesport function as modern industrial campuses [showcasing] industrial
technology of the 21st century on sites that were considered “high tech” …in the late 1800s
and early 1900s.” It will marry “the engineering brilliance and industrial technology of
Pittsburgh in the 19th century with the engineering brilliance and industrial technology of
the 21st century, making Carrie Furnaces a site like none other in the world.”

- August Carlino,
Rivers of Steel President and Chief Executive Officer

“RIDC has a long track record for catalyzing economic growth in the communities they
partner with, especially in attracting tech and light industrial jobs. I have no doubt, that with
their expertise and network on our side, we will stimulate growth at this site.”

- Don Myers,
Armstrong County Board of Commissioners Chairman

“Don Smith Jr. and his organization keep playing an essential role in the redevelopment of
major industrial sites in the Mon Valley and virtually everywhere else in the region. RIDC also
has been the landlord that has nurtured Pittsburgh’s autonomous vehicle industry. RIDC’s
Mill 19 nears completion as the most visible sign of success so far at the Hazelwood Green
redevelopment.”

- Pittsburgh Business Times

“Our new Westmoreland site provides Intervala with an exciting platform for growth,
allowing us to better serve our customers through expanded capabilities, leading-edge
technologies, and enhanced innovation and collaboration…We are grateful to RIDC for its
partnership in matching us with a location and space that will comfortably accommodate our
future growth and expansion.”

- Teresa Huber,
President and CEO of Intervala
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“As we continue to grow our business, we’ve found that RIDC has been very accommodating.
The mixed office and manufacturing space the Chocolate Factory provides gives us a lot of
flexibility for future growth, and not only allows us to keep all our operations in one place, but
in a prime Pittsburgh location for tech.”
- Nicholas Kuhn,
CEO of Setex Technologies (formerly nanoGriptech)

“The Chocolate Factory is perfect for our expansion needs and has a number of attractive
amenities that drew us to the site, including better parking, proximity to Lawrenceville, and
adaptable space conducive to specialized lab buildout. RIDC has been such a pleasure to work
with and we look forward to continuing to do so.”
- Dan Snyder,
Director of Microbial Genome Sequencing Center

“Every time I visit Mill 19, I’m immediately put into a state of awe stirred by our industrial
history and our tech-driven future all at once…Even better yet, the site is trying to integrate
with its neighborhood again to bring Hazelwood residents along for the ride, too.”
- Jonathan Kersting,
Pittsburgh Technology Council

“The purchase of this development is an exciting opportunity for our valued TMCA client
and partner, Sunbelt Rentals. RIDC was an instrumental partner in the acquisition of this
property, and we look forward to helping complete this development.”
- Tom Crowley,
CEO of TM Crowley & Associates

“RIDC has been a great partner in helping us overcome development obstacles at a site that
was once considered unusable.”
- River Materials President Gina M. Shank and Chairman Clifford Wise,

“Since establishing our roots in Beaver County in 1994, Beaver County Corporation for
Economic Development and RIDC have been instrumental in helping us scale our businesses
and to create jobs in the region.”
- Paul Paternoster,
President of Selectrode

“Trulieve is thrilled to partner with RIDC as we strive to bring high-quality medical marijuana
to patients in Pennsylvania.”
- Jim Wernick,
Trulieve’s Director of State Expansion
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RIDC ISSUES AND LEADERSHIP
RIDC is continuing to play a leadership role in shaping the discussion of issues of importance to our region,
through its participation in NAIOP, and through commentary in prominent business publications.
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RIDC IN THE NEWS
From news stories and coverage of events in local media to thought leadership articles in national
publications describing RIDC’s unique role in economic development and community revitalization, we
continued a high level of visibility in 2021. Here is a sampling of some of that coverage.
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RIDC SPONSORED STUDY SHOWS
STRENGTH OF AUTONOMY SECTOR
Advocates for Statewide Support
RIDC has been an integral part of the growth of the
autonomy sector, which includes robotics and artificial
intelligence technology being developed and adopted
across a wide range of industries. In September, along with
the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, it released
a new report — “Forefront: Securing Pittsburgh’s Breakout Position in Autonomous Mobile Systems” — finding
that the Pittsburgh region is one of the top centers for
autonomous mobile systems in the country. It estimated
this sector could grow to a $1 trillion+ global market by
2026, with the potential for thousands of jobs and billions
of dollars in economic impact for our region.
Not only is Pittsburgh seventh in autonomous business
establishment volume, it is second only to Detroit-Ann
Arbor in concentration of market leaders.
The study was conducted with funding from the Richard
King Mellon Foundation and in collaboration with Carnegie
Mellon University, the University of Pittsburgh, the
Pittsburgh Regional Alliance, the Pittsburgh Technology
Council, the Pittsburgh Robotics Network, and the region’s
top autonomous technology companies, including Argo AI,
Aurora, Carnegie Robotics, Motional, Seegrid, and Thoro.ai.
Though Pittsburgh is already a national hub, the study
found that its gains are at risk due to competition from
other regions, a challenging regulatory environment for
testing and deployment, and insufficient coordinated
support for the sector. It called for State level leadership
and coordination and legislative and regulatory initiatives
that will enable the industry to continue its expansion,
facilitate the growth of related manufacturing in our region
and attract companies that would be part of the sector’s
supply chain.
The autonomy sector is working together with RIDC and
the Pittsburgh Chamber on initiatives that could come to
fruition in the coming months.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION & AWARDS
RIDC Mill 19 received international recognition as a
historic, symbolic site for Pittsburgh’s transformation
into a cutting-edge technology innovation hub when
the inaugural United States-European Union Trade and
Technology Council Meeting was hosted at the site by
Carnegie Mellon University.

RIDC is expanding its support, forming new partnerships in new counties, creating new financing tools,
redeveloping new parks and historic spaces, as well as continuing to serve as a catalyst for growth in the
Mon Valley and the wider region surrounding Pittsburgh. There will be more news in the coming months on
these new financing vehicles, that encourage sustainable development.
A lot of movement happened in the Mon Valley this past year. RIDC was tapped by Allegheny County
to redevelop a portion of the historic Carrie Furnace site and began infrastructure work to prepare it for
a range of possible uses: flex-tech, R&D, biotech, film production, workforce education and training life
sciences, as well as light manufacturing and assembly. In McKeesport, RIDC inked a significant deal with
Trulieve in a $10 million expansion that will lead to 800 new jobs. And at Hazelwood Green, RIDC has
broken ground and begun construction work for the third building at RIDC Mill 19.

The property was also named Project of the Year for
Modernization by the Engineers’ Society of Western PA.
And it received the Governor’s Award for Environmental
Excellence, as unique project bridging Pittsburgh’s rich
history and future with sustainable redevelopment,
community partnership, and economic growth.
RIDC President Donald Smith made Pittsburgh Business Times’s POWER 100 list for the second year in a
row. The list is made up of the movers and shakers who are making an impact on the region. These are the
people who are redefining the region, and who are leading and shaping the industries they are in. They are
adding energy, connectivity and excitement to Pittsburgh.

REGION-WIDE ECONOMIC IMPACT
Real Estate Tax Revenue
from RIDC Owned Property

Total $3,105,759

NEW PARTNERSHIPS & PARKS:
AN OVERVIEW

Total Jobs in RIDC owned Buildings
266 Part Time

RIDC also is forging a new partnership with Armstrong County to reposition one of their business parks to
attract tech and light industrial jobs.
Numerous new tenants and occupants came to the Lawrenceville Technology Center, Keystone Commons,
Thorn Hill, O’Hara, and Park West properties, and RIDC sold its Beaver Manor building to Selectrode
Industries, Inc., bringing successful closure to a partnership with Beaver County Corporation for Economic
Development that began in the late 1980s. More details on all of these exciting partnerships and
developments in the report’s property highlights section.
Discussions are underway for further development in Armstrong and Westmoreland counties as well
as plans for potential additional parks in Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties. RIDC has signed an
agreement with the Urband Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) to develop a vacant 25-acre site
in Fairywood.

4,055
Full Time

Tax Breakdown by type
School Tax Impact

10

$1,861,323

Local Tax Impact

$745,693

County Tax Impact

$498,743
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2021 PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS
Carrie Furnace
Allegheny County and RIDC entered a partnership
agreement to develop the Carrie Furnace site. The
former brownfield, adjacent to the historic Carrie
Blast Furnaces, spans the boroughs of Munhall,
Rankin, Swissvale and Whitaker. Rivers of Steel,
which has been the steward of the Carrie Blast
Furnaces National Historic Landmark for over
30 years, will continue maintaining the existing
furnace structures as arts and event spaces.
RIDC will develop a portion of the Carrie Furnace
site, constructing and extending infrastructure on behalf of the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny
County (RAAC). The phased development will have portions for diverse commercial uses, including flextech, R&D, biotech, film production, workforce education and training life sciences, light manufacturing
and assembly, and other similar uses. RIDC is working with the Pittsburgh Film Office and other interested
parties on the possibility of creating The Film Furnace – a film studio campus with purpose built sound
stages and other amenities as part of the development.
“This site presents a great opportunity to reclaim one of our historic sites and bring it to life with the type
of 21st Century jobs that are driving our economy,” said Donald F. Smith, Jr., RIDC President. “Just as our
project at Mill 19 leads us into the future while paying homage to our past, the Carrie Blast Furnace site
will serve as both a historic landmark and a present-day hub of economic activity. The Mon Valley is poised
for growth, and this will be RIDC’s sixth major development in the Mon Valley, in addition to Keystone
Commons, City Center of Duquesne, The Pittsburgh Technology Center, RIDC Mill 19 at Hazelwood Green,
and McKeesport.”
RIDC began infrastructure and roadway design in the fall and construction work in Summer 2022. The
infrastructure and roadway work will be followed by construction of 100,000 square feet of tech flex
buildings on site. The project will also incorporate the county’s plans to create a riverside pedestrian and
bike trail along the Monongahela River. It will connect the Carrie Furnace Hot Metal Bridge to the Great
Allegheny Passage, as well as to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail via the Turtle Creek Valley.
“This latest project further builds on the seven decades of collaboration between Allegheny County and
RIDC that began with redevelopment of the former county workhouse in O’Hara Township which became
the first planned industrial park in Pennsylvania,” said Timothy White, RIDC Senior Vice President of
Development. “We look forward to continuing this partnership and are excited to bring jobs and investment
back to the Carrie Furnace site.”
The property includes 52 acres of developable land which would accommodate greater than 500,000
sq.ft. of new construction. An additional 11 acres are available west of the furnaces for potential future
phases of development. RAAC purchased the site in August of 2005 and has completed underground vault
excavation, site remediation, sanitary sewer work, stormwater and water line installations, and a flyover
bridge and roadway to connect the site to the Rankin Bridge.
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The Carrie Blast Furnace was built in 1881 and produced iron for the Homestead Works from 1907 to
1978 when it was purchased by Park Corporation. At its peak, it produced 1,000 to 1,250 tons of iron a day.
In 2005, the site was acquired by Allegheny County. In 2006, Carrie Furnaces 6 and 7 became a National
Historic Landmark. The site straddles the boroughs of Munhall, Rankin, Swissvale, and Whitaker and
property is found on both sides of the Monongahela River.

Fairywood
RIDC signed an agreement with the URA to
develop two, 150,000 Sq Ft buildings on a vacant
25-acre site in the western neighborhood of
Fairywood—near the Parkway West—and
provide more jobs in the city. The project would
include constructing one or more commercial
buildings with potential industrial uses including
logistics, warehousing, and possibly light
manufacturing and assembly.
The site was previously a public housing
development—until it was damaged by a hurricane more than 15 years ago. It has sat
vacant ever since.

RIDC Armstrong Innovation Park
RIDC entered a partnership with Armstrong
County Industrial Development Council to
reposition RIDC Armstrong Innovation Park to
attract tech and light industrial jobs.
Designed to serve as an economic development
engine for Armstrong County, RIDC Armstrong
Innovation Park is a modern 925-acre mixeduse site that was master planned with extensive
community feedback. It has scenic views from
walking trails to sidewalks and is conveniently
located along Route 28 at exit 18. The site contains acreage designed for retail, commercial, industrial,
residential uses with over 300 acres of permanent open space. Park tenants include universities, fortune
500 companies, as well as local and regional businesses.
Today, RIDC Armstrong Innovation Park has 115 acres and pad-ready parcels that are ready for
development. All environmental studies have been completed and permits issues to ensure a timely
construction process. The park’s accessibility and amenities make it an ideal place for companies to invest
and grow.

2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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RIDC Mill 19

RIDC also invested in property improvement projects.

In October, RIDC broke ground for Mill 19 Phase C
and began constructing the core and shell of the
third and final building to be housed underneath
the mill’s superstructure. Construction is expected
to be completed in 2023, and the search for an
anchor tenant continues. Site work also began on
the grounds of the former Mill 18.

In addition to buildouts for Evoqua’s new space, the Chocolate Factory had an overhaul of its HVAC system
to allow for maximum building energy efficiency. The first floor got a fresh coat of paint, and the second
floor got new glass doors.

A “60 Minutes” interview with actor Michael
Keaton was filmed on the property about his
investment in the construction of a new Nexii
manufacturing plant, for which Hazelwood Green is under consideration for
site selection.
RIDC’s success revitalizing Mill 19 is helping catalyze other activity at the Hazelwood Green site, including:
- The opening of Hazelwood Green Plaza, a two-acre outdoor public space neighboring the southend of the Mill 19. It features local art, rain gardens, pollinator gardens, lawns, trees and native
vegetation, and hardscape surfaces that enable the space to accommodate a range of uses, public
programs, and events.
- The Roundhouse at Hazelwood Green is now fully occupied by OneValley, a high-tech incubator for
startups powering Pittsburgh’s economic rebirth.
- Carnegie Mellon University announced plans to build the Robotics Innovation Center, which
will provide CMU robotics researchers with roughly 150,000 square feet of space for research,
integration, iteration and commercialization.
- University of Pittsburgh announced plans to build the BioForge, a 200,000 to 250,000 square-foot
advanced biomanufacturing facility.
This former steel mill is home to some of the region’s cutting-edge companies, including Motional
(a joint venture between Hyundai and Aptiv) — the first private sector industrial tenant on the site
since LTV — Advanced Robotics for Manufacturing (ARM), CMU’s Manufacturing Futures Institute, and
Catalyst Connection.

Lawrenceville Technology Center
RIDC welcomed several new tenants to the
Lawrenceville Technology Center, including
Evoqua in the now fully leased Tech Forge
building and the autonomous trucking company
Locomation and the Microbial Genome
Sequencing Center in the Chocolate Factory
building.
Long-time RIDC tenant nanoGriptech, after
signing a new five-year lease for 6,300 square
feet of additional space, launched a rebranding
campaign and is now called Setex Technologies.
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RIDC took ownership of Heppenstall Steel’s former 14-acre industrial site in 2002 with the vision of
creating an urban technology park. Without being able to predict the future explosion of Lawrenceville’s
popularity, RIDC made a timely investment in the riverfront tract before the neighborhood was cool.
Lawrenceville (and neighboring East Liberty) was ranked #1 trendiest neighborhood in America by Money
Magazine.
To nurture the economic growth spurred by the creation of the National Robotics Engineering Center
(NREC), RIDC built the Lawrenceville Technology Center, a pioneering development that helped catalyze the
robotics cluster in Lawrenceville known as Robotics Row. Comprised of two revitalized historic industrial
buildings and a new tech-flex building, Lawrenceville Technology Center is home to various technology
and life science companies such as LifeX, Helomics, Carnegie Robotics, Caterpillar’s Pittsburgh Automation
Center, Evoqua, Locomation and Thoro.ai, a spinout of Carnegie Robotics.
RIDC owns several more acres for future development.

Industrial Center of McKeesport
RIDC completed a multi-parcel, multi-building
transaction with Trulieve, a leading multistate operator (MSO) in the medical marijuana
industry. The sale of property at RIDC’s Industrial
Center of McKeesport, included three buildings,
McKeesport Commons I, McKeesport Commons
II (shell), and U.S. Steel’s former Guard House
along with several land parcels.
The buildings total over 228,000 square feet and the three land parcels total 36.93 acres. Trulieve intends
to build a processing and cultivation facility comprising at least 508,000 square feet at the site and
anticipates employing approximately 800 people on these parcels.
9.92 acres were sold to River Materials, Inc. The company has plans to build a new 10,000-square-foot
operations center.
RIDC has three decades of history in McKeesport. This past year included property improvement projects
such as remediating the Roundhouse—removing and disposing asbestos, potential PCB-containing light
ballasts and old florescent light bulbs; and performing upgrades to the Manor 2 building—installing a new
domestic and fire water service, gas line and HVAC system, as well as new restrooms and LED lighting.
The 133-acre Industrial Center of McKeesport was once home to several metal tube and pipe mill
companies like U.S. Steel. Starting in 1990, RIDC carried out Pennsylvania Act 2 environmental remediation,
selective demolition of some structures, and the sale of miscellaneous scrap to clean up the site. Newly
renovated, RIDC now owns eight buildings in the park—industrial, flex and office space that totals over
733,000 square feet and is home to 8 companies employing over 1,000 people.

2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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RIDC O’Hara

Keystone Commons

RIDC’s first development project continues to
thrive after 59 years.

Eos Energy Enterprises, a clean energy storage
company, signed a 5-year lease at Keystone
Commons for 60,765 square-feet of space in the
North Building and 46,582 square-feet of space
in the S Shop, which comprises the building’s
entire first floor. Eos’s new space will be used for
battery manufacturing and logistics.

RIDC sold Kappa Manor 2, a 40,000-square-foot
building, to Print Tech. A RIDC tenant since 1999,
Print Tech previously occupied 13,048 square
feet in Allegheny Manor 2 and 10,000 square
feet in Allegheny Manor 3 – both owned by RIDC.
But with this transaction, Print Tech has nearly
doubled in size.
RIDC Park in O’Hara Township, once a 700-acre farm managed by Allegheny County Workhouse prisoners,
became one of the first planned industrial parks in the country, and is now 100 percent developed and
home to over 130 companies and thousands of jobs. It is a prime real estate location in the competitive
Northeastern Pittsburgh submarket and is the largest industrial park in the region, housing over 3.75
million square feet of office, industrial, manufacturing and warehouse space.

RIDC Westmoreland Innovation
Center
RIDC executives joined local officials to celebrate
the opening of Intervala’s new 217,000-squarefoot electronics manufacturing facility and
corporate headquarters at RIDC Westmoreland
Innovation Center. The space features a new
production floor spanning 125,000 square feet
and showcases Intervala’s recent multimilliondollar investments.
City Brewery signed a 5-year lease for 255,584 square feet of space in RIDC Westmoreland Innovation
Center for warehousing and distribution operations and anticipates that 50-60 jobs will be located here.
They are the largest full-service alcoholic beverage contract manufacturer in the United States providing
co-packing and supply chain services to blue chip customers across their Hard Seltzer, Traditional FMB,
Beer, Spirit-based RTD, and premium non-alcoholic beverage brands.
Regional activity includes significant funding from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP)
to improve properties in Westmoreland County, including RIDC’s Westmoreland facility: funds will be
used to have the remaining roof completed; the docks and other infrastructure such as elevators, HVAC &
electric improved, and funding to complete other tenant improvements.
In partnership with the commonwealth of PA and Westmoreland County Industrial Development
Corporation, RIDC Westmoreland Innovation Center is the hub for technology and value-added
manufacturing within the region. The campus has historically served as a manufacturing platform for
Volkswagen and Sony and is equipped to build upon that proud legacy.
RIDC Westmoreland offers high-quality, immediately available space only 35-40 minutes from downtown
Pittsburgh and boasts features such as heavy power and utility capacity, functional space geometry, ample
parking, and direct rail access. One million square feet have already been leased, the facility home to over
1,000 employees.
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Envinity, Inc., a solar renewable energy company,
signed a three-year lease for 3,807 square-feet
of flex space in the West Shop as a part of their expansion into Pittsburgh from their State College, PAbased headquarters.
The S Building got a completely renovated floor on the first level; upgraded electrical and lighting on the
second, as well as refurbished mechanical items; and prep work for a future tenant improvement on the
third. Floors 3 and 4 are completely vacant and ready for a new manufacturing company.
At the West Shop Building, testing of all 35 sprinkler systems was conducted to better understand and
develop a long-term repair plan; a new tenant improvement was completed for Four Growers in unit 529;
and a leaking roof valley was repaired—a large undertaking due to the building’s size.
Lastly, electrical testing was completed throughout the Keystone Commons facility, resulting in key
electrical repairs.
Formerly Westinghouse Electric Corporation’s East Pittsburgh/Turtle Creek complex, RIDC bought the site
with the goal of redeveloping it into a world class, multi-use, urban industrial facility. Renamed Keystone
Commons, RIDC rehabilitated several original buildings which now house over 40 companies and employ
about 1,100 people. The site features 2.25 million square feet of industrial, warehouse, manufacturing and
office space. Flexible terms and affordable rents attract companies of all industries to Keystone Commons.

Thorn Hill Industrial Park
RIDC sold 4.707 acres of land to TM Crowley
& Associates (TMCA), a developer based
in Indianapolis, IN with plans to build an
8,847-square-foot building on the site.
The building will be leased to Sunbelt Rentals
and house an equipment and tool sales,
rental, and service establishment. It was the
last significant development-ready parcel on
the site.
RIDC’s long-term partnership with Allegheny County and patient investments to redevelop Thorn Hill
Industrial Park, formerly the site of the Thorn Hill Home for Waverly Boys, has helped bring jobs and the
pharma and tech companies that are driving the economy of northern Allegheny County.
Located in Marshall and Cranberry Townships along the border of Allegheny and Butler counties, this 925acre park houses 3 million square feet of industrial, flex, and office space. RIDC owns one building in the
park—the multi-tenant Thorn Hill Corporate Center. RIDC also owns various parcels of vacant commercial
land and the adjacent Innovation Ridge at Thorn Hill.
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Park West Industrial Park
Seven new light poles with solar powered parking
lot lights were installed at RIDC Park West, three
with single heads and four with double heads,
producing a total of 1,980 watts of power.
Located in the airport corridor off Interstate-376
Parkway West, RIDC’s 500-acre Park West
Industrial Park is home to some of the region’s
largest companies. The original 340 acres
was purchased from Westinghouse Electric
Corporation and master planned by RIDC. The site now houses 1.8 million square feet of office, flex and
industrial space and is home to more than 60 companies, including Grainger, LanXess, Vollmer America,
Seegrid, and Cigna. KTA-Tator also opened their newly constructed 48,000 Sq F headquarters building at
RIDC Park West Industrial Park in 2021.
Approximately 12 developable acres remain available. RIDC owns and manages 4 buildings in the park
totaling 174,500 square feet.

Beaver Manor
RIDC sold Beaver Manor, a 40,200-square-foot building, to Selectrode Industries, Inc. Beaver Manor is
located in Beaver County Corporation for Economic Development’s Hopewell Industrial Park and is adjacent
to another Selectrode-owned building.
As part of a partnership with Beaver County Corporation for Economic Development, RIDC designed and
constructed Beaver Manor in Hopewell Industrial Park in the late 1980s, one of the park’s first buildings. It
was built on spec with the hope of kickstarting activity at the site. Today it is home to NFF Avionics, Proceq,
Office Depot, and now Selectrode.
Selectrode will occupy a portion of the building initially, with existing tenants remaining in place.
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Source of Funds			
		

Financing

$4,807,758

8%

		

Rent & Reimbursements

$35,423,246

59%

		

Proceeds from Property Sales

$18,357,834

31%

		

Grants

$703,669

1%

		

Other Income

$316,532

1%

$59,609,039

100%

		

Total

Use of Funds			
		

Development Expenditures

$16,131,399

36%

		

Debt Service

$7,112,463

16%

		

Property Maintenance,
Utilities and Insurance

$10,621,717

24%

		

G&A

$6,529,042

15%

		

Real Estate Taxes

$3,105,759

7%

		

Professional Fees

$787,337

2%

$44,287,717

100%

		

Total

Total RIDC		
Total Square Feet Owned
6,867,227

Total Square feet renewed
366,068

Total Number of Buildings Owned
43

Total Number of Acres Sold
33.47

Total Number of Companies In Our Facilities
99

Real Estate Taxes Paid
$3,105,759

Total Number of New & Expansion Leases
12

Capital Investment
$16,131,399

Total New & Expansion Leases Square Feet
532,301

New Financing
$4,807,758
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2021 RIDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Aloe
Managing Member,
Aloe Brothers LLC
Margaret D. Bell
Vice President,
Corporate Real Estate at UPMC
Charles T. Blocksidge, PhD
(emeritus Board member)
Retired-Executive Director
Local, County & State
Government Relations
& Special Projects
Community College of
Allegheny County
Sara Davis Buss, Esquire
Eckert Seamans,
Cherin & Mellott
G. Reynolds Clark
Retired Vice Chancellor
External Relations and
Community Initiatives
Chief of Staff,
University of Pittsburgh
Mark DeSantis
Chief Executive Officer,
Bloomfield Robotics
The Honorable Rich
Fitzgerald
(ex-officio Board member)
County Executive,
Allegheny County
Jennifer Giovannitti, AICP,
CEcD
President,
Claude Washington Benedum
Foundation
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2021 OFFICERS

Michael J. Hannon
Executive Vice President/Chief
Credit Officer,
PNC Bank

Audrey Russo
President and Chief
Executive Officer,
Pittsburgh Technology Council

Bill Hunt
President and CEO,
Elmhurst Group

Rob Rutenbar
Senior Vice Chancellor of
Research, University of
Pittsburgh

Mark Jay Kurtzrock
Executive-in-Residence,
The Neighborhood Academy

Donald F. Smith, Jr., PhD
President, RIDC

Michael Marr
External Relations Advisor,
Shell Pennsylvania Chemicals

Samuel J. Stephenson, CPA
Retired Partner,
ParenteBeard LLC

Patrick Mondi
Chief Executive Officer, Thoro AI

Jason Stewart
Managing Director,
Jones Lang LaSalle

Timothy P. McNulty
Associate Vice President for
Government Relations,
Carnegie Mellon University

Sara Davis Buss		
Vice Chair
Donald F. Smith, Jr.

President

Dennis M. Joyce

Senior Vice President/Chief Operating Officer

Timothy F. White		
Senior Vice President/Development
Jason W. Hobbes		
Secretary
William Henry Cunningham		Treasurer
Colleen B. Poremski		
Assistant Secretary

The Honorable
Daniel J. Vogler
Lawrence County Commissioner

Tim O’Brien
Co-Chief Executive Officer,
PJ Dick-Trumbull-Lindy Paving

Kris Volpatti
Retired, Senior Vice President,
KeyBank Real Estate Capital

Leslie Osche
Butler County Board of
Commissioners

Dennis Yablonsky
Retired Chief Executive Officer,
Allegheny Conference on
Community Development

Robert B. Pease
(emeritus Board member)
National Development
Corporation

G. Reynolds Clark		
Chairman

The Honorable
William Peduto
(ex-officio Board member)
Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION • ridc.org

2021 ANNUAL REPORT

21

611 William Penn Place • Suite 600 • Pittsburgh, PA 15219
www.ridc.org • (412) 471.3939

